Dodleston Parish Council

 Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 

Monday 14 September 2015 - 7.30pm Dodleston Village Hall

MINUTES

Chairman

Mike Maughan    
Councillors
Paul Buchanan, Karen Tilston, Mike Dix, Richard Kitchin, Richard Ward, Rachel Jones, Cllr Roger Taylor   
Clerk
Kate Lloyd 
Also present: 
Five members of the public



PC Malone
1.
Apologies for absence 

Cllr Chris Ward  
2.          Procedural matters

i) Declaration of interests
Cllr Mike Dix made declaration of interest in all planning matters and the Bonfire Event (Item 18).

Cllr Maughan made a declaration of interest in the Bonfire Event (Item 18)   
ii) To agree the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting on the 14 July. ACTION: There was one amended, Cllr Rachel Kane is Cllr Rachel Jones. RESOLVED: The Chairman signed as a correct record the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on the 14 July 2015. 

Actions from last Meeting 


i)          Actions and matters arising from the meeting held on 14 July 2015 were discussed


	Item
	Action
	Responsible
	Update

	Previous Action List 
8ii Widening of Gate

	Clerk to follow up with CWAC on the widening of the gate between Castle Way and DVF field
	The Clerk
	Following a restructure within CWAC, Public Right of Way Officers no longer have responsibility for this.  The matter has been referred and no further progress confirmed.   ACTION: Clerk to follow up with CWAC

	Previous Action List 
18ii Local Parish Plan 
	To investigate the possibility of a Parish Plan – Agenda item 
	Cllr Chris Ward
	Placed as an agenda 

	5ii School Parking 
	Parking issue to be taken forward with Head teacher 
Parking issue article to be included in Local Life
	Cllr Kitchin
Cllr Tilston
	This has been taken forward with the Head teacher.  Parking is more of an issue in the afternoon, with Kinnerton Lane being a major problem.  Teachers are allowed to park in the Red Lion Car Park.

Completed

 

	5iii Speeding
	To be raised with Cllr Mark Williams
	Cllr Chris Ward
	Confirmation from Graham Lowe CWAC that a speed survey has been completed with 52 hours of data.  The results indicated speeding is not an issue.  There was a suggestion for speed limit signs to be placed on wheelie bins.  However, PC Malone advised these can cause problems and would not be supported.   

	7 Parish Suggestion Box
	Article to be included in the next edition of Local Life on keeping hedges trimmed and pathways clear.
Legal position to be checked with CWAC regarding responsibility.  
Concerns on hedges / pathways to be raised with Highways.    
	Cllr Tilston
Cllr Dix
The Clerk
	Completed - Can be included in future edition(s)

CWAC confirmed contracted to cut hedges back twice a year

	9 Local Life
	Concerns on costs to be raised with Printers and to consider other printers 
	Cllr Tilston 
	Cllr Tslston advised some comparisons have been undertaken.  Current printers have not been as proactive in obtaining advertising.  Local Life will be phased down to three editions a year with a smaller issue in December. 

	13 Poultry Farm Shed Application 


	To contact CWAC requesting review of file
	Cllr Maughan 
	Completed

	15 DB1 Service
	To respond back to responses from MP and John Ellis Jones
	Cllr Maughan
	Completed

	16. Planning Applications
Bungalow, Welsh Road
	To contact residents of neighbouring properties and respond to CWAC by 31 July 2015.   
To contact Planning requesting to be copied into all planning notifications.  

	Cllr Kitchin
The Clerk 
	Completed
Completed

	18 Bonfire Event 
	P & L account for the Bonfire Event 2013/14 to be provided to Cllr Buchanan by 17 July 2015
	The Clerk 
	Completed


4.
Monthly Police Report

PC Sally Malone provided an introduction and advised she is the Beat Manager for five Parishes including Dodleston, with additional responsibilities.  PC Malone will shortly be supported by a PCSO.  PC Malone can be contacted at Sally Malone@PNN.  Surgeries will be held at a date/time to be agreed in the village. 

PC Malone provided an update on crime between 18 July and 3 September the majority of which were not within the Dodleston Parish and advised that free security chipping is available at Caldy Valley (5 – 7) and at Halford's before and after Christmas. 
There were seven calls made regarding noise issues at the Festival and Police were in attendance.  The event finished at 12.30 and there were no breach of licence.
A resident raised the need for Home Watch adverts needed to be replaced.  PC Malone confirmed these should be funded by the Parish Council.  
5.
Public Speaking Time


None 
6.
Field Update
Councillor Maughan provided an update. The Parish Council held its Field Opening Day on 17 July 2015 and was able to have its first official cricket match.  The pitch has been shrinking due to issues with drainage.  However, sand slits will be filled once dried out.  Councillor Maughan has met with the School, which is looking to use the field. Changing facilities and toilets will be required and these are part of the long term plan (Phase two).

The Parish Council has been approached by Boughton Hall Cricket Club who would like to use the pitch.  In return they will assist with coaching and equipment.  Income may be raised through letting the pitch to other cricket teams. A co-ordinated booking system for next year has yet to be agreed.  Two grass wickets will be required funded by the Parish Council.  This will be maintained and managed by BHCC subject to agreement. 
Phase two of the field development has been costed between £4-£6K.  However, consideration is being given to a fabricated build which will be a lower cost option, quicker to build/ allow use of facilities. The Parish Council propose to lay the grass wickets and seek funding for the smaller project.  Councillor Buchanan is meeting with a consultant to discuss grant funding of phase two including outdoor gym equipment and landscaping.  If no action is taken there will be limited use of the pitch.  Councillor Kitchin stated it was to increase participation within the village.
The majority of funding has been through the Sports England Grant and CWAC which is strictly for the development of the pitch.  Amber Simon has been raising funds to repay the Parish Council for supporting her Operation Raleigh expedition.  Investment from BHCC will be through Grounds maintenance work.

The cost for the grass wickets is likely to be £10,000.  RESOLVED: Councillors agreed for quotes to the obtained to a maximum cost of £10, 0 00 (net of VAT).  Permission was granted to instruct work on completion.  
Councillor Buchanan advised the BHCC grounds man had commented on the land drainage and that the drains may be blocked with clay.  Councillor Maughan confirmed this was likely given the age of the drains.   

It was suggested the pond needed to be aesthetically improved and this may be achieved through grant funding.

7
Parish Suggestion Box
Cllr Maughan advised there have been no suggestion in past two months.     

8.
Parish Councillors’ updates.  
Cllr Tilston approached the History Group about plans for the War Memorial and History plaque.  The History Group have decided upon an alternative site for the plaque with it now to be situated outside the Red Lion Pub. Thoughts are for the War Memorial to be outside the church. There is no funding in place for the memorial.  The Church may be able to apply for grants through its charitable status or through the DVF.  ACTION: Article to be included in Local Life seeking suggestions for a suitable location for the War Memorial.  
9.
Local Life


Councillor Tilston provided an update and is gathering ideas for the telephone box area now it has been cleared.   A ‘Farming Corner’ will be included in the next edition.  The deadline for articles is two weeks.  ACTION: Councillor Jones to provide an article for the Farming Corner.     
10.
The Church Car Park

Councillor Maughan advised there had been no change since the last meeting.  The contractor is scheduling work.           
     
11.
Poultry Farm Shed Application Update     

Councillor Maughan provided a lengthy update and confirmed it has been almost twelve months since submission of the application.  There were two key reports.  Originally the Environmental report recommended refusal, with the Highways report advising it was achievable.  Two further team reports have since reversed those findings, with Highways being unable to support the application and Environmental possibly deliverable subject to various conditions including a four meter bund.  The bund is a significant issue for planning.  There is a set period of no longer than twelve months for an application / appeal.  A decision has not yet been reached.
 12.
Lengths man Role 

Councillor Maughan advised by has been approached by the Old Peoples’ bungalow to clear the area.  ACTION: Councillor Maughan to liaise with Peter Troughton on work to be undertaken.   
13.
DB1 Bus Service 

A resident advised the DB1 service has been retained with some changes.  The Dodleston to Mold service has been reduced from a one hourly to two hourly services.  The 10.15 am bus and service to the Countess of Chester Hospital (COCH) has been removed.  There is a shuttle service to the COCH running from Bus Stand F in Foregate Street.  This operates every 20 minutes between 9.15 am to 7.00 pm from the bus stop and from the hospital between 7.20 am and 7.00 pm.  The resident received a letter from the Chairman of CWAC and the Area Transport Manager.  The DB2 service has been discontinued.  Lower Kinnerton residents are no longer served expect for the two hour service ACTION: Article to be included in Local Life on the new shuttle service and operating time.     

14.
Local Plan  

Due to Councillor Chris Ward being unable to attend Councillors agreed for this to be postponed until the next meeting.  ACTION: To be placed as an agenda item for the next meeting.    
15.
Solar Power 

Councillor Maughan advised there is a proposal for an application for a Solar Farm.  This is 30 acres on the triangle of fields between Balderton Junction and Common Lane on the boundary of A55.  There is a process of consultation with adverts in Chester Chronicle and a drop in event at Pulford Village Hall.  There are no significant community benefits.  Councillor Buchanan advised the Parish Council will wait for an application to be made before providing an update.  
16.
Planning Applications  

Councillor Kitchin read through the planning applications received since the last meeting.   An objection was submitted to the change of plans to an existing application at the Bungalow in Welsh Road.  This application has since been approved.    
A resident asked whether there any update on the Saw Mill Development.  Councillor Maughan advised only outlined planning permission has been granted.  A formal / detailed application has yet to be submitted.  

17.       Finance 


i. To approve income and expenditure since 7 July 2015

RESOLVED - All income and expenditure since the 7 July 2015 was approved.  


ii. To agree the forecasted outturn fro 2015/16. 


RESOLVED: Councillors agreed the forecasted outturn for 2015/16

iii. To note the outcome of the external audit – Annual Return 2014/15.   

The clerk advised Councillors that the annual return has not yet been returned by the external auditors.  Additional supporting information requested has been provided.  ACTION: To be placed an agenda item for the next meeting.

iv. To review the latest position relating to invoices and costs form Cullimore Dutton Solicitors – Legal Costs Sports England Grant.  
Councillors advised this being finalised.  An updated will be provided at the next meeting.  ACTION: Agenda item for the next meeting.   
Councillor Maughan advised that Amber Simon had completed the Dodleston Dash and raised funds which would be shared between DVF and the Parish Council.  Mrs Simon had incurred costs of £30 for St John’s Ambulance and £48 for provisions.  RESOLVED: Councillors agreed for the Parish Council to reimburse Mrs Simon for the costs incurred.  Fund raising income from the Dodleston Dash and Field opening day amounted to £247 (Dodleston Dash), £107.38 Cheque and £539.95 cash.  Funds were passed to the clerk for banking.

18.        Bonfire Event   
Councillor Maughan provided an update confirming the Bonfire Event will be held at Chester Lakes on 7 November 2015.  Chester Lakes will be providing the infrastructure such as marquee/ bar.  The Parish Council will be responsible for the costs of the fireworks, event licence, posters /tickets (5,000) and receive income from all ticket sales.  Prices will be at 2013 rates.   ACTION: Fire Committee to meet to finalise details. 
 

19.
Local Flood Risk Management – Public Consultation
The Clerk confirmed a Public Consultation on Local Flood Risk Management is being undertaken.  ACTION: Clerk to forward email to Councillor Jones for follow up.
20.
A483 Housing Development 
Councillor Maughan advised outline details are available on the website.  An application is expected to be submitted at the end of September.  This is a lengthy process and part of the Local Plan.  ACTION: Article to be included in the next edition of Local Life.
